Total price to be $50, 000 


Money donated for neig 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Money has been donated for a new neighborhood 
park on a vacant lot at Eighth Street and College 
Avenue. 

Mayor Pete Chalos announced Friday afternoon 
that the Oakley Foundation has donated $17,500 for 
development of the park and it is to donate another 
$17,500 for the project this spring. 

The Department of Redevelopment will be put- 
ting $15,000 toward the park to bring the total 
project to $50,000, according to Park Superinten- 
dent Pat Ralston. 

The current intention is to name the facility 
Oakley Park, according to Ralston. 

The park will contain, Ralston said, an outdoor 
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half-court basketball area, benches, table8. securi- 
ty lighting, landscaping and a timberform play- 
ground. 

The park is to be built in conjunction with a fire 
station planned on the same property at the corner 
of Ninth Street and College Avenue. The property 
once housed the former Cruft School building. 

Hopefully the park and the fire station will be 
completed this year, Chalos reported. 

Currently no park facility exists in that part of 
the city, Ralston said. 

‘The people in the area wanted something like 
this,” said Judy Anderson, a City Council member 
on that body’s park and recreation committee. 

The fire station located next to the park will be 
an asset in that firefighters will be there 24 hours 
a day and that wil! cut down the vandalism factor 
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that can plague parks, Ralston stated. 

Planning on the park and'the fire station began 
several months ago. The Oakley Foundation. 
learned of the plans and approached the city a few 
weeks ago about the possibility of a donation, 
Chalos said. 

The Oakley Foundation contributed to the city 
earlier this year through donation of money for a 
new police car used by the Police Department 
juvenile division. 

The Oakley Foundation was established by the 
late -H.N. Oakley in memory of his wife, Anna 


“Oakley. At one time. the Oakleys owned a chain of 


grocery markets throughout the Wabash Valley. 
John G. Schmidt. president of Indiana State 

Bank, and his wife, Alice Oakley Schmidt, vice 

president of the foundation, made the presentation. 
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City Parks Superintendent 


y ĝi Aks t PectecHinn ( ie) 
Oak ley Park. 


~ d - 

na Park H baz this LEN is ae Park which is S53 at 8th 
and College on Terre Haute’s southwest side. Oakley Park is one of the 
city’s smallest parks with a whopping 50/100 of an acre. 

On January 2, 1981, the Oakley Foundation announced it would 
donate a total of $35,000 for the development of Oakley Park. The 
Department of Redevelopment added another $15,000 to make the 
total park project $50,000. A local newspaper stated that “Terre 
Haute may be the first city in the United States to combine a 
neighborhood park and fire station.” The Fire Station was constructed 
adjacent to the Park on the site of the old Cruft School. 

Oakley Park and the Fire Station were officially dedicated on 
December 8, 1981. A large crowd gathered for the event to include 
members of the Oakley foundation. Oakley Park was a welcomed 
addition to the Terre Haute Park System. Prior to Oakley Park, that 
neighborhood was not served by any park in that immediate area. The 
Fire Station was constructed to replace the aging Firehouse at 4th and 
Farrington. With the Firehouse next to the Park the children can play 
under the watchful eye of the firemen. 

Oakley Park is a small area, but has a nice array of excellent facilities 
to include: multi-purpose concrete court, mini-shelter, picnic grill, 
horseshoe court, drinking fountain, lighting and wooden creative 
playground equipment. This Park provides a wide range of recre- 
ational activities for the entire family. 

The Oakley Foundation was established by the late H. N. Oakley in 
memory of his wife, Anna Oakley. At one time the Oakleys owned a 
chain of grocery stores throughout the Wabash Valley. The Oakley 
Foundation should be commended for its philanthropic generosity to 
the Terre Haute area. 

The Terre Haute Park Department is now publishing a monthly | 
newsletter which is distributed throughout four of the Hardee’s 
Restaurants called appropriately, “Park News.” It is free to anyone 
and Brovides a lot of good information on upcoming events. 
| kekk 
WINTER DRIVING TIP: Leave a few minutes early. Poor road 
conditions mean longer traveling time. 
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By GINA SEGOVIA 
Star Lifestyle Editor 

Terre Haute may be the first city in 
the United states to combine a 
neighborhood park and a fire station. 

“It’s a our own concept. We have 
placed the park next-door to a new 
fire station. We feel this will enhance 
the appeal of this park for children 
and it will help to cut down on 
vandalism as well,” Park Superinten- 
dent Pat Ralston said. 

Ralston is talking about Oakley 
park, named for the philanthropic 
Oakley family, who donated $35,000 
for its construction. The park is 
located at 9th and College next-door 
to a new fire station. 

Oakley is unique in another way as 
well. It is custom designed. All the 
equipment was created just for this 
park by an Indianapolis based 
architects Sebree, Craig, and 
McKnight. 

“We went to them with some 
limitations. We only had so much 
space and so much money. We asked 
them to design equipment that could 
be enjoyed by all age groups.” 
Ralston said. 

The park official said ‘‘Even the 
fireman could get out there and ex- 
ercise if they wanted to. Nothing in 
this park was purchased from a 
catalog. You won’t find this equip- 
ment in any other park in the city.” 

Area residents who enjoy the park 
won’t have to worry about scraped 
knees ...for a while anyway. The 
equipment is surrounded by sod re- 
cently installed by contractors. ‘I’m 
sure it will wear out in some places, 
but we'll take care of it. We wanted 
the park to add to the quality of the 
neighborhood. This is just another 
added touch,’’Ralston explained. 

The tentative date for the official 
opening of the park is Dec. 8th, “But 
we have to clear that with the Oakley 
family first. We really appreciate 
their continued interest in the city.” 

The Superintendent also announced 


cheduled For Dec. 8 


phase one of the Fairbanks park 
project is at the halfway mark, and 
May 15th, 1982 will celebrate it’s 
completion. 

The first phase of the project in- 
cludes renovation of the memorial, 
construction of an outdoor stage a 
band shell and work on the lighting. 
Ralston says the project is being 
funded primarily by the federal gov- 
ernment. 

“The Terre Haute Symphony will 
present the “War of 1812 Overture,” 
complete with cannons to celebrate 
the completion of the first phase. The 
concert will cost $5,000 to put on. I 
think it’s the biggest project in their 
history,” Ralston said. 

The second phase of the project is 
slated to begin in July. This will 
include the construction of a 20-sta- 
tion fitness course, the county’s only 
boat dock, and a fishing pier for the 
handicapped. 

“We want to make the river-bank a 
place for recreation. It will be the 
only place in the county with an 


operative boat dock.” Ralston said. 
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* OAKLEY PARK TO OPEN —Tiffany and Michelle Simrell get a view of the 
soon to be opened Oakley Park at 8th and College Ave. The girls are getting. 
a push from Jerry Adams. x (Staff Photo: Randy Prophet)’ 
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Dedication ceremonies for Terre 
Haute’s new combination park/fire 
station, considered to be the first of 
its type in the U.S., was to take place 
at its Ninth and College location 
today at 1:30 p.m. 

Special recognition was to be given 
to the Oakley Foundation, whose 
$35,000 donation was used in the con- 
struction of the park, named Oakley 
Park. ` 

Cost of the entire project is approx- 
imately $350,000, accordingto Marc 
Elliott, director of the city’s Depart- 
ment of Redevelopment, who noted 
that the park accounted for about 
$50,000 of that total. 

The remainder of the project was 
funded by Community Development 
Grants. 

He noted that the fire station will 
replace the one currently being. used 
at Fourth and Farrington streets. 

Elliott said the fire station/park 
concept is one which should be 
beneficial to people in many ways, 
particularly with regard to the safety _ 
of children. 3 l 
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“The living quarters of the station 
have windows overlooking the park, 
and if a child is hurt, someone will be 
there to provide assistance,” he said. 

He added that such a concept will 
“essen some of the vandalism found 
in other parks.” 

Pat Ralston, parks superintendent, 
said that construction — which began 
last May — will officially be complete 
today. 


“We'repleased with the way its 
come out,” he commented. 

The park’s recreational equipment, 
described as ‘‘contemporary in es- 
sence” by one of its architects, is 
made of pressure-treated wood and is 
primarily designed for climbing. 

Other features of the park will 
include a basketball court, picnic 
tables and benches. 


Scheduled activities in today’s 
ceremonies were to include a talk by 
Mayor Pete Chalos, performances by 
Crawford School and the Terre Haute 
Symphony and a donation of a flag by 


\ the American Legion. - 
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Oakley Foundation and funds from Community 
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PARK DEDICATED — What may be the first combination park/fire a donation from the 
station in the nation was to be dedicated this afternoon at its Ninth Development grants. 
and College location in the city. Oakley Park was funded through Staff Photo/Malcolm Moore 


